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An Obfervation of Dr. Johnflons of Pomphret, communicated 
by him to Mr. Lifter, and by him fnt in a Letter to the 
Publijhcr, concerning fotne Stones of a perfect Gold-colour, 
found in Animals. 

T Hat no page of this Letter maybe empty (faith Mr. Lifer) 
I fhall tranferibe for you an Obfervation of Dr .Johnjfons. 
In the German Philol'ophic Ephemerides of the year 1672, I meet 
with thefe words of Do&ioxIVedelius, Obf. 246. pag 439 - Pojideo 
par tic ulam C alculi vaccini, injlar Aurifoliorumfulgidi •, the i u bj cet 
of that Obl'crvation being an Enumeration and the Defcription 
of feveral Stones found in divers Animals, as in Doggs, 
Hoggs, Staggs, and in Cows alfo •, of which laft the now quoted 
words are all he faith. I do begg Dr. fohtjlons pardon for 
having kept by me two years an Obfervation of this nature, 
which he was pleafed to communicate to me, and which yet was 
fo furpriling, that I had not the aflurance to offer it to you, being, 
in this as well as in all other matters, relating to the phenomena 
of Natural Hiftory, veiy diffident. What reafons I then had 
to doubt of the truth of this Obfervation, he beft knows, and I 
(hall not trouble you with ; being a little more confident linee 
I read the words of D. Wedclius, that the Stones lent me by 
the Learned Doctor were l'uch indeed, and not fome Infects 
Eggs, as I once did verily perfwade myfelt they were. 

His Letter bears date April 22. 1672. from Pomphret. 

A Bout this time twelve month (faith the Doctor) one ‘Thomas 
Capidge, a butcher of Pomphret, killed an Ox for the 
fhambles, in whichnothingwasobferved, preternatural, till the 
Bladder being blown by his fervant, there was fome thing ob- 
fierved ilicking to the iniide with a dufkifh froth) Keeping the 
Bladder half-blown, the butchers Son, who fifft difeover’d it, 
knocked with his hand on the, fide and the bottom of the blad¬ 
der, to make it fettle to the neck, and by (baking and fqueezing 
it got out the froth, and about two hundred little globular 
ftones of feveral fizes, the biggeft being about this (O) cir¬ 
cumference ; others like pin-heads or muftard-feed. lie 
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rubb’d the llimy froth from them, and they appear’d of a 
duskiih yellow colour and fmooth. Some he broak, and the 
cell he kept in a paper; which when dry, they were like 
Seed-pearl, but more fmooth, and of a perfect gold-colour , 
and fo ever after continued, as you fee them. Viewed in a 
Microlcope, they appeared very polilhed, and without any 
rugoiities: The Figure in moll was fphacrical; in l'ome a 
little comprelfed; the colour like burnijht gold. I broke one 
or two of them with fome difficulty, and I found by the 
Microfcope, that it was only a thin Ihell that was fo orient 
and bright, the inner fide of which Ihell was like unpolilh’t 
gold; The inmoll fub'ftance was like -brown Sugar-candy to 
the naked eye, but not fo tranfparent: The taile was not 
difcernablc. In Spirit of Vitriol they lhrunk much and 
walled, but continued their colour, (poffibly by reafon of 
the outward skin, which, it feems, in thefe was as difficult 
to dilfolve as in true pearls:) Likewife Aqua forth would 
corrode and dilfolve them tumultuoufly. 

bus far the Ido 61 or. I do not quellion (fo concludes Mr. 
Lifter,) but he hath (lore of thefe guilt Hones in his cabinet; 
for, as I remember, he was fo choice of them, that the 
parcel he fent me to view, was order’d to be returned again ; 
at leall, none of them remained with me. 


I am 


York March 12. 
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Yours.. 
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